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Snatch Squad + undercover Police that ride around in cars, 
Usually minivans, around the perimeter of a demonstration, They 
Swing open doors ап grab protesters; they are extreaaly unpre 
Aictaole and hard to protect yourself fron: 


Sound Canon + car also be known as LRAD Long Range Acoustic 
Device. They are “non-lethal” weapons that injure people by the 
vse of sound. It can destroy your eardrum and also cause nausea 


Tear Gas « can be a liquid, but most of the tine is a gas that 
affects the lungs and makes your eyes tear, extremely wnconfort- 
fle ana can cause harsh short tern effects on the longs and the 
Taser Gun + A tasar is an electroshock weapon, It fres two 
small dart-like electrodes, which stay comected to the main unit 
by conductors, to deliver electric current to disrupt voluntary 
control oF асе 


и group decision-making process through spokes council meetings. 
Get нерв inforastion and maps. 


Jail Support + ís keeping track of people who have been ar- 

tas they move through the arrest and arraignment process and 
providing cofort to them wen they are released. Tt is а мау OF 
Showing solidarity with arrested activists and a way of taking 
tare of Friends ane comunity. 


Legal observers + These are lawyers or people assisting 1aw- 
yers that are there to help you. Ask then questions, They can be 
Yaencifes by wearing brightly colored hats and can be seen car- 
frying notepads. Suet ines they are associated with the National 
iyers Guile or the Civil Liberty's Union, all Lawyers may be 
independent or worting together for the action. 


Medics + usually volunteers and can be 1aentifed through red 
Crosses on their huts ог t-shirts, they also usually have back- 
packs, They are carrying 1ighe fest ald and water and Linejuice 
For tear gas related incidences, 


Pepper Spray = mis is a chemical compound that arritates the 
Dyer ts chase вита painy ana even temporary Blindness, To avoid 
Savar ara protec, yoursel? sith tight Ring бани в, 
{rvs bandos seats in vinegar hat con te бен around Your nove 
ИЗ noth another way to avo Sertation Se to pt lise Julee 
Sr che faerie protecting yur fae, Tf popper 3pray does pet on 
ur seins cay ry Det can get reactiona by waters Te r= 
‘ove Иво the papper spray 0 ary and азр your skin with а ary 
vet er apply pele shanfoo and wipe sun 


Personal Pepper Ball - me popper ball or tear gas hall ts 
пас Like getting shot with a paintball gun except when the ball 
Fits you St breaks open and personally delivers your own tear 
аз. This can be printul when It nits you, but worse £ you don’t 
Pun’ immediately and hold your breath. 


Rubber Bullets « Bullets nade fron or coated with rubber or 
plastic. 


Scouts + (People to help you)- At a roving demonstration or 
arch, intelligence can be ganed by scouts or forward observers. 
‘Sone of the most corrent information will be coming from people 
dn bicycles because they see the whole picture 


Shark Theory + Almays stay on the move, otherwise you increase 
your chances of belng arrested. 


How Not to Get Arrested 
at a Demonstration 


By Times Up Environmental Organization 


NILE ANYONE COULD BE ARRESTED AT ANY TINE, ESPECIALLY AT 
WELL DECREASE YOUR 0005. THE INFORMATION IN THIS PAMPHLET WAS 
‘ORGANIZED BY TINE'S UPI WHICH TS AN ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP FROM 
Мем YORE. THAT HAS BIEN AROUND FOR OVER A QUARTER OF A CENTU- 
RY THAT MAS TRAVELED AROUND THE MORLD TO PARTICIPATE IN AND 
‘GUIDELINES TO AID TO YOUR FIRST AMENDMENT RIGHTS. IN AMERICA 
WE WAVE THE FIRST AMENDMENT, WHICH GIVES US тне RIGHT TO FREE 
SPEECH AND THE RIGHT То ASSEMBLE WITHOUT A PERAIT. 


1. Preparation 


Before any large or ай. rally, the frst thing you should do is 
find out about the cause, the people associated with the direct 
action, and the location of the direct action and its surround- 
Ings. Attending a demnstration 1s not Like attending a dinner 
party. As soon as you arrive, you Will be overwhelaed by the sit- 
ation and not know haw to react, 10 you have not prepared prop- 
ony. 


Usually, you can gaia information about the direct action on the 
Internet. You can also find Links about the ergarization behind 
dt and their previous actions. There's less of a chance that 
you'll be arrested at demonstrations led by experienced groups. 
TF you're going to work with an afinity group or play a role in 
the demonstration, 3878 best to team up with a buddy beforehand. 
If this 1s your Arst action, always tean up with someone who has 
more experience than you. Don't be a know-it-all. Absorb за much 
tion as possible, аз you will need it later on. 


2. Location 


Once you've established the group that is organizing the demon- 
ration, snd what your role in 1t might be, you need to research 
fhe location. Always fnd a map of the area vith subways and 
trains. Understanding the Location 15 Important when you need to 
move or run, If you Rave time, scout out the location beforehand 
Mith your Friends. Mote alleysays and familiarize yourself with 
parks and street names. 


3. Reading up on the Action 


ot only should you read about the group organizing the action, 
you should read Cont-oversial articles written by Journalists 
to intimidate activists and decrease’ their attendance, They are 
Useful, however, because they show what the city 1s doing to slow 
‘the action, The local governance often tries to change laws re- 
датата public assewoly in anticipation of demonstrations 


Helicopters. they can be used to your advantage to find the 
March 1f you get lost. Usually helicopters are fying right above 
the demonstration. They won" hurt you 


During large arrests, police usually bring buses or smaller pad- 
филмот. Beware of then, this usually means arrests are about 
to occur. They are sositioning their vehicles зо after the ar= 
rests, they have someplace to put you. 


Бо the denonstration is almost over and you haven't 
been arrested yet and you're feeling a lot more 


confident. Don’t be. 


At most large scale demonstrations most of the arrests come to- 
‘wards the end of the demonstrations, stay sharp and stay the 
shark. ТЕЗ never over until you're home. Do not stick around 
after the demonstration 15 over unless you're doing Jail support 
or helping with тое мейіз: бо directly hone, you've won the 
chess games 


Glossary 


Arresting Officers + Ма any officer can arrest you, usual- 
у at large denonstrations there are people assigned to do по. 
These officers usually work in a team and have essential comand- 
dng officers and usually have large plastic handcuffs attached to 


‘The Box + an invisible perimeter around the demonstration or 
‘arch. Once his box is completed wth plc, you arena very Bd postion. You 


Cointelpo + while actus) Cointelpo (aka “counter Intelligence 
Program") was startad by the FBI in the Late 5072 modern day 

Cointelpo tactics ave widely used against activists. and they usu- 
ally are very effective by spreading negative divisionary rumors 
Shout people in you" group or your friends, These tactics are er- 
trenely effective at breaking up volunteer comunity activities. 


Try yur bast to ty positive, don't spread rumors and rely oniy 


Concussion Grenade + grenade that relies for its effect on 
Tne blast oF ts aeconation rather than the Fragmentation oF its 
case and {5 often designed to stun rather then K111. 


Convergence Center » at sone demonstrations you will бм a 
convergence center and a media center. These are places wher 
уви can get information about the demonstration and participate 


9. Identifying vehicles 


At sone demonstrations the police will be using something called 
алаан адына, Out of a11 the situations at a denonstration, the 
Snatch squad 13 the most аеш to protect yourself from being 
arrested in, They usually are operating iniependently, lacking 

A Chain of comand, and can strike quickly. You have to monitor 
then, Police could jump out of these cars at any tine and gra 
Your They usually operate with mini-vans tiat they rent in mast 
Miners. Pantiiatise Yourself with these whiclesy They will be 
parked on the rally's perimeter, 1675 aiffcult to protect your- 
Self from these veticles, зо you have to recognize then and dis- 
ance yourself fron them, Ths 16 also where close housing really 
pays off. 


Also try to recognize the under covers? cars. Tey are 
Saaier. These wehieles are usually пос in the march, but around 
the perimeters They have blacked out windass. They're used for 
Intelligence gathering, antennas on the roofs or the trunks and 
tan have missing Pibcaps or mismatching Pins on their wheels, 


SUVS with blacked out 
windows. mese are vehi- 


people, Behind the blacked 
fut windows, they're usually 
Shooting video footage and 
photographing demonstrators 
Lerad vehicles nean police 
Stators with sound waves. 


horses, these 


Dut police use thom to break 
peopie’s concentration 
Demonstrators usually ove 
animais and hate to See then 
pushed around. 


Scooters, bicycles and motorcycles. se wary of these 
Because they can me fully through demonstrations. Also, if 
youre on a bicycle, they're usually the only people мо can 
Gatch you. If there are not many scooters or bicycle police, you 
fave less of a chance of being arrested iF you're on a bicycle. 


SS 
4. How to Pack for a Demonstration 


A backpack or а fanny pack 18 а must 
‘ide 1t includes 

SA plastic bag to pratect your things in the rain 
СА recording device, whether 1t be a video camera or a still 


Essential gear to pack in- 


ООН ana used to spy on , + А Phone. You should have the numbers you need already plugged 


into’ it. vou might want to change names of your friends, though. 
Mever use last nanes, Renember fo always turn your tracking loca- 
tor off. and if avaliable preset live stream broadcasting. 
‘Inside the backpack, you should also have something in case it 
Bets cold at night, A light sweater, а hat, a windbreaker, rain 
sroluas 

С Tiphesfteing swimming goggles 

С about ten feet oF rape 

{small roll of duck tape or electrical tape 

1 A sharpie marker 

СА map of the area 

1 А compass 

{an extra pair of socks 

1 honey, 

` Flashlight 

| energy-dense snacks 

1 Sunglasses 

= Chargers For your enon. vou never know - you сода get 


(едра batteries for your phone 


5 naoate or bandana 


"FANNY РАСК 


Your clothes - it is best to wear sneakers or sone type 
of running shoes. You should be ready to run at all times, host 
denonstrators wil probably wear dark colors. You should have а 
Slightly different appearance than other demonstrators. 1025 not 
вв to be clean-cut. Vou wight even want to wear bright colors, 
вол. being obnoxious. People wearing dark colors are usually 
Srrested fest, especially 1f theyre wearing hoodies, Try to wear 
Lightweight layers of different colored shirts во that you can 
switch then 1f you feel youve been targeted 


8. Police’s Body Language 


Notice police's body Language. They protect themselves before 
making arrests. Usually ata desonstration, the police will be 
forming a Line and the orders willbe coming from another св. 
Mho isvin a slighely different formation, Ne's usually off то the 
ide somewhere or right behind thes, but with radio communica. 


tions arrest instructions can cone from snyshere. If you can spat 
him, you can see the signs he is sending Ris offcers. They usual. 
1y adjust their equipment before they make an arrest, you might 
see them putting on gloves, gas masks or checking their plastic 
Масив Again, ou need to Creek your реки at ay tign of 


Noticing the police’s clothes 15 inportant because some of the 
police are going to arrest you and some have different functions 
Саак out for pista nanacutts. 17 you see anyone wearing а large 
number of plastie handcuffs on she sides of thelr body That maons 
he’s an arresting offcer. You need to watch out for those, While 
any polsce offcer could arrest you, some are assigned t бо зо. 


It ds also always good to have a backup plan. Having з 
back up plan in almost every decision or situation you're in, 
helps increase your odd of not being arrested 


Be super observant, 14 you think something is about to go down, 
fet on the sidewalk as soon as possible, climb а pole and see 
that's going on. Check your perimeter and watch for the box, Make 
Sure you always have в чау aut. Once the police or authorities 
complete a bot, you need to ве on the other side of it. Also look 
doun -anything to Free you fron the box, In mast cases, JC's not 
Shat you Can see but what you con't see that МОТ get you arrest 
is Keep your eyes alert for anything unusual. Breaking а protes 
tors concentration leads to imediate arrests. For example, Po- 
lice 1ike to drive their cars or ride their horses through groups 
of people to upset them, Don't 1104 yourself to be involves in 
this = take it as a sigh that police will be arresting demonstra- 


7. Positioning 


Don’t get too close to poli 
пах sere you want то be 


the Front of the march or the buck. Ве the rover 
theren, fresh intelligence 1s key to not getting arrested. Rove 
lightly faster than other people. Polico go for easy targets 


5. Arriving at the Demonstration 


16 the demonstration requires you to be there for a couple of 
days and you пева housing, 1t 18 important that you dig in your 
pocket and spend the money. Although spending money can be a 

frog, getting arrested wili be very expensive and Cime Consuming 


HOUSING 


ок 


Group housing is sometimes unpredictable and sketchy. Sometimes 
undercover police and rookies whe spread rumors end up in these 
places, The best thing to do is stay with the buddy you came to 


town with. Lots of popie are spied on and infltrated in 1arge 
зор crashing houses so in a smaller place you are lest con” 
Splevous. Try to get as close to the action аз possible even 1f 
iE costs you sore money. A snatch squad can easily arrest you on 
your may from your rousing to the action. Se the Closer you are 
To the action the better 


ition with ittie sleep and no 
preparation making them not alert to dangers 


6. Coming to the Action 


Ок, you're ready to demonstrate. You've slept, your clothes are 
‘lean, and you have your phone numbers, including those oF law- 
yes. 


Arrive early. Even AF you have to go to a coffee shop beforehand, 
Coming late means you'll be rushing and you won't be prepared. 


alk around the area's perimeter with your buddy. The perimeter 

45 the Block or tuo around where the demonstration is meeting 

тез an invisible Line that you have to know in order not to get 

arrested. This could alsa be referred to as The BOX. You nev- 

tr vant the police to complete it. Keep one side of the perimeter 
ictivists to pass in and out of 1t 


accept any stickers, pins or markings that wl defne 
2 dononstratar. Wearing these object: will increase your 
of being arrested, 


i Get their numbers, Consider uho could help you not to 
arrested. Don’t get personally involved in any situations, 
specially not arguments with police. Once you lose your concen- 

tration, you're more Likely to be arrested. Stay focused. Once 

З denonstration starts, а chess game begins. You have the legal 
First Amendment right to play it. Your objective 1s survival 
linen you make а chess move, you have to think ahead to the next 
tnd take into account how police and under covers will react. AS 
oon as you start moving, remember to check the perimeter, noting 
police, Match out for the bos. А box is when police have sur 
Founded all sides of the demonstration and you're in the middle 
of It. You never wart to be in that position. To wold it, you 


can use a bicycle. vou will be able to collect more information 
Зла see the whole picture, thus decreasing your chance of arrest. 
TF tnings get Intense, you can easily move your bicycle to leave 
з denonstration, circle around it and see shen you can re-enter. 
You can also help protesters by letting then know Мат» happen- 
ng at the front and the back. Information 1s key, not opinions. 
Opinions are worthless at a demonstration, Real tine information 
За key, 


Another good syster to avoid being arrested is called The shark. 
The shark always has to be moving or it dies. That’s what you 
must do. You must always move and never stay in one place too 
Tong. Before you are arrested, someone has to identify you and 
consider your actions, TF you're on the move, t 18 harder to 


